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A Workman Approved by God - 2 Timothy 2:14-26 
 
Topics:   
Approval, Arguments, Confession, Conversation, Demons, Desires, 
Disagreements, Embarrassment, Evil, Faith, Goals, God, Life-style, 
Lust, Obedience, Repentance, Satan, Truth, Words, Work 
 
Open It Questions: 
A. Whose approval did you seek most as a teenager?  
             
             
              
 
B. When was the last time you felt thoroughly embarrassed?  
             
             
              
 
C. What was the last really stupid argument you had with someone?  
             
             
              
 
 
Explore It Questions: 
1. What results from quarreling about words? (2:14)  
             
             
              
 
2. How did Paul encourage Timothy to present himself before God? 
 (2:15)  
             
             
              

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A14-26
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Approval&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Arguments&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Confession&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Conversation&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Demons&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Desires&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Disagreements&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Embarrassment&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Evil&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Faith&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Goals&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=God&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Life-style&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Lust&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Obedience&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Repentance&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Satan&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Truth&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Words&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/book.asp?Query=Work&QueryType=T&Scope=CB
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A14
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A15
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3. Why should we avoid godless chatter? (2:16)  
             
             
              
 
4. What had Hymenaeus and Philetus done? (2:17-18)  
             
             
              
 
5. What must everyone who confesses the name of the Lord do? 
 (2:19)  
             
             
              
 
6. What sort of articles are found in a large house? (2:20)  
             
             
              
 
7. How could someone become an instrument used for noble 
 purposes? (2:21)  
             
             
              
 
8. What was Timothy encouraged to flee? (2:22)  
             
             
              
 
  

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A16
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A17-18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A19
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A20
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A21
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A22
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9. What was Timothy encouraged to pursue? (2:22)  
             
             
              
 
10. What produces quarrels? (2:23)  
             
             
              
 
11. What must the Lord’s servant do and avoid? (2:24)  
             
             
              
 
12. How should we deal with those who oppose the Lord’s servants? 
 Why? (2:25)  
             
             
              
 
13. What did Paul hope would happen to those who opposed the 
 Lord’s servant? (2:25-26)  
             
             
              
 
 
Get It Questions: 
14. About what sorts of things do we get into senseless arguments with 
 other Christians?  
             
             
              
 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A22
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A23
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A24
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A25
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A25-26
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15. What does it mean to be approved by God?  
             
             
              
 
16. How can we please God with our work?  
             
             
              
 
17. What circumstances make you feel ashamed or embarrassed?  
             
             
              
 
18. When are you tempted to engage in godless chatter or stupid 
 arguments?  
             
             
              
 
19. What false doctrines have destroyed the faith of someone you 
 know?  
             
             
              
 
20. How can we cleanse ourselves from insignificant pursuits? 
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21. What evil desires of youth continually tempt us?  
             
             
              
 
22. How do we usually deal with people who oppose us?  
             
             
              
 
23. How should we deal with people who oppose us?  
             
             
              
 
24. In what way have people in society today been taken captive by the 
 devil?  
             
             
              
 
 
Apply It Questions: 
25. What can you do to present yourself as one approved to God?  
             
             
              
 
26. How do you need to change in your daily speech to weed out 
 senseless and godless chatter? 
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27. What can you do to flee temptation?  
             
             
              
 
 
Adult Questions for LESSONMaker. 
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Open It 
Questions

A. Whose approval did you 
seek most as a teenager? 
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Open It 
Questions

B. When was the last time you felt 
thoroughly embarrassed? 
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Open It 
Questions

C. What was the last really 
stupid argument you had 
with someone? 



A Workman Approved by God
2 Timothy 2:14-26

Introduction



A Workman Approved by God
2 Timothy 2:14-26

Introduction

The second half of chapter 2 echoes the first 
letter to Timothy. Apparently, the task of 
confronting wrong teaching and continuing 
the good work of discipling believers was not 
past the crisis stage. As he had done 
previously, Paul emphasized to Timothy that 
his moral and spiritual conduct would provide 
the greatest confirmation of his teaching. No 
matter how others may respond to the gospel, 
Timothy himself must remain a consistent 
example (1 Timothy 4:12).

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Ti+4%3A12
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Scripture
(2:14-15 

NLT)

14 Remind everyone about these things, and 
command them in God’s presence to stop fighting 
over words. Such arguments are useless, and they 
can ruin those who hear them.
15 Work hard so you can present yourself to God 
and receive his approval. Be a good worker, one 
who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly explains the word of truth.
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Scripture
(2:16-19 

NLT)

16 Avoid worthless, foolish talk that only leads to 
more godless behavior. 17 This kind of talk spreads 
like cancer, as in the case of Hymenaeus and 
Philetus. 18 They have left the path of truth, claiming 
that the resurrection of the dead has already occurred; 
in this way, they have turned some people away from 
the faith. 19 But God’s truth stands firm like a 
foundation stone with this inscription: “The LORD

knows those who are his,” and “All who belong to 
the LORD must turn away from evil.”
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Explore It 
Questions

1. What results from quarreling about 
words? (2:14) 

14 Remind everyone about these 
things, and command them in God’s 
presence to stop fighting over 
words. Such arguments are useless, 
and they can ruin those who hear 
them.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A14
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Explore It 
Questions

2. How did Paul encourage Timothy to 
present himself before God? (2:15) 

15 Work hard so you can present yourself 
to God and receive his approval. Be a 
good worker, one who does not need to 
be ashamed and who correctly explains 
the word of truth.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A15
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Explore It 
Questions

3. Why should we avoid godless chatter? 
(2:16) 

16 Avoid worthless, foolish talk 
that only leads to more godless 
behavior.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A16
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Explore It 
Questions

4. What had Hymenaeus and Philetus 
done? (2:17-18) 

17 This kind of talk spreads like cancer, as in 
the case of Hymenaeus and Philetus. 18 They 
have left the path of truth, claiming that the 
resurrection of the dead has already 
occurred; in this way, they have turned some 
people away from the faith.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A17-18
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Explore It 
Questions

5. What must everyone who confesses the 
name of the Lord do? (2:19) 

19 But God’s truth stands firm like a 
foundation stone with this inscription: 
“The LORD knows those who are 
his,” and “All who belong to 
the LORD must turn away from evil.”

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A19
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Scripture
(2:20-21 

NLT)

20 In a wealthy home some utensils are made 
of gold and silver, and some are made of 
wood and clay. The expensive utensils are 
used for special occasions, and the cheap ones 
are for everyday use. 21 If you keep yourself 
pure, you will be a special utensil for 
honorable use. Your life will be clean, and 
you will be ready for the Master to use you 
for every good work.
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Scripture
(2:22-23 

NLT)

22 Run from anything that stimulates 
youthful lusts. Instead, pursue 
righteous living, faithfulness, love, and 
peace. Enjoy the companionship of 
those who call on the Lord with pure 
hearts. 23 Again I say, don’t get 
involved in foolish, ignorant arguments 
that only start fights.
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Scripture
(2:24-26 

NLT)

24 A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but 
must be kind to everyone, be able to teach, 
and be patient with difficult people. 25 Gently 
instruct those who oppose the truth. Perhaps 
God will change those people’s hearts, and 
they will learn the truth. 26 Then they will 
come to their senses and escape from the 
devil’s trap. For they have been held captive 
by him to do whatever he wants.
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Explore It Questions
(continued)
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Explore It 
Questions

6. What sort of articles are found in a large 
house? (2:20) 

20 In a wealthy home some utensils 
are made of gold and silver, and 
some are made of wood and clay. 
The expensive utensils are used for 
special occasions, and the cheap 
ones are for everyday use.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A20
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Explore It 
Questions

7. How could someone become an 
instrument used for noble purposes? 
(2:21) 

21 If you keep yourself pure, you will be a 
special utensil for honorable use. Your life 
will be clean, and you will be ready for the 
Master to use you for every good work.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A21


A Workman Approved by God
2 Timothy 2:14-26

Explore It 
Questions

8. What was Timothy encouraged to 
flee? (2:22) 

22 Run from anything that stimulates 
youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous 
living, faithfulness, love, and peace. 
Enjoy the companionship of those who 
call on the Lord with pure hearts.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A22
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2 Timothy 2:14-26

Explore It 
Questions

9. What was Timothy encouraged to 
pursue? (2:22) 

22 Run from anything that stimulates 
youthful lusts. Instead, pursue righteous 
living, faithfulness, love, and peace. 
Enjoy the companionship of those who 
call on the Lord with pure hearts.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A22
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2 Timothy 2:14-26

Explore It 
Questions

10. What produces quarrels? (2:23) 

23 Again I say, don’t get involved 
in foolish, ignorant arguments 
that only start fights.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A23
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Explore It 
Questions

11. What must the Lord’s servant do and 
avoid? (2:24) 

24 A servant of the Lord must 
not quarrel but must be kind to 
everyone, be able to teach, and 
be patient with difficult people.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A24
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Explore It 
Questions

12. How should we deal with those who 
oppose the Lord’s servants? Why? 
(2:25) 

25 Gently instruct those who 
oppose the truth. Perhaps God 
will change those people’s hearts, 
and they will learn the truth.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A25


A Workman Approved by God
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Explore It 
Questions

13. What did Paul hope would happen to 
those who opposed the Lord’s 
servant? (2:25-26) 

25 Gently instruct those who oppose the 
truth. Perhaps God will change those 
people’s hearts, and they will learn the 
truth. 26 Then they will come to their senses 
and escape from the devil’s trap. For they 
have been held captive by him to do 
whatever he wants.

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Ti+2%3A25-26
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Get It Questions
#14 to #24

Apply It Questions
#25 to #27



New Hope Missionary Baptist Church of 
Southfield, Michigan

Wed. 8-11-2021 38th Annual Men’s Day Bible Study –
7:00pm Brother Jonathan Clark, Facilitator

Sun. 8-15-2021 38th Annual Men’s Day Worship Service 
11:00am Guest Preacher - Rev. Dr. David L. Roberson 

Retired Pastor of New Hope MBC

Sun. 8-15-2021 Deacons’ Ordination Service
4:00pm

Sun. 8-15-2021 Ministers’ Licensing Service
4:00pm



PRAYER
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